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The Houston Family Violence Prevention Council (HFVPC) is committed to ensuring that family violence victims have clear and useful information about laws designed to protect them and about services available to provide support and assistance.  

This guide grew from the same commitment made by the Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic Violence (CCADV) and the Legal Advocacy Project.  The Houston Family Violence Prevention Council has used this guide with permission from the CCADV and has tailored it for Houston County, Georgia.

This guide contains, in a simple and direct question-and-answer format, important information about Houston County's criminal and civil court remedies for people experiencing abuse from a family or household member.  

Because the vast reported majority of family violence victims are women being abused by a male partner, we have used "she" to refer to victims, and "he" to refer to batterers.  The information contained in this guide, however, is equally applicable to male family violence victims and to those being abused by female family or household members.  

Information is a powerful tool.  It is the hope of the HFVPC that the information in this guide will increase the ability of battered women and other victims of family violence to use Georgia's laws in court systems to protect themselves and their children.

We welcome your feedback.
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I. INTRODUCTION

IF I HAVE BEEN HIT OR PHYSICALLY ABUSED BY SOMEONE I KNOW, WHAT ARE MY LEGAL OPTIONS?

Any time a person is hit or physically abused by another person - whether they know the person or not - it is considered a crime.  The victim has the right to call the police and press charges against the offender.

However, when you have been hit or abused by someone such as a family member or a person with whom you are living, then you may need special protection or services.  Recognizing these incidents require special attention, the Georgia General Assembly passed the Family Violence Act in 1981 and has since made minor changes to it.  The Act and other laws include a variety of policies and procedures for police response, protective orders, restraining orders and services to victims, education for abusers and training for police and judicial personnel.

In summary, your legal options under Georgia's family violence laws are:

TO CALL THE POLICE AND REPORT WHAT 

THE ABUSER HAS DONE;

TO SEEK A PROTECTIVE ORDER 

OR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 

FROM THE COURTS TO KEEP THE ABUSER AWAY FROM YOU;

TO RECEIVE INFORMATION AND SERVICES FROM THE COURTS, LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE LOCAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SHELTER.

This booklet will help explain your legal rights and options in more detail.

AT ANY TIME YOU CAN CALL ONE OF THE STATE'S DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROJECTS FOR A SAFE PLACE TO STAY, OR FOR SUPPORT AND INFORMATION TO HELP END THE VIOLENCE IN YOUR LIFE.  

(See page 31 for a listing) 

 Call 1-800-33-HAVEN to reach the shelter nearest you.

II.  HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

HOW DO I KNOW IF THE FAMILY VIOLENCE LAWS APPLY TO ME?

The family violence laws apply to you if you have been hurt, harassed or threatened by a family or household member, a former spouse, a person with whom you have had a child, even if you have never been married or lived together, or any other person with whom you have lived, regardless of that person’s sex or sexual orientation.

THIS BOOK IS MEANT TO BE USED BY PEOPLE WHO ARE 18 YEARS OLD OR OVER.  IF YOU ARE UNDER 18, SOME OF THE LAWS DESCRIBED HERE MAY APPLY TO YOU, BUT WE STRONGLY ADVISE YOU TALK TO A PARENT, GUARDIAN, FRIEND, TEACHER, LAWYER OR CALL THE DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES (DFCS, 478- 988-7600) FOR HELP.

WHAT IS IN THIS BOOK?

This book is divided into sections to make it easier to find the information you need.  This first section is about the criminal parts of the Family Violence; the second addresses civil aspects.  In the criminal context, the District Attorney’s Office (Perry) prosecutes people for felony crimes, such as false imprisonment, aggravated stalking and aggravated assault.  The Solicitor General’s Office (Warner Robins) prosecutes people for misdemeanor offenses such as battery and criminal trespass.  People who have been convicted of either felony or misdemeanor crimes might be sent to jail or receive some other form of punishment, depending upon the circumstances of a case and the wishes of the victim. 

THIS IS WHAT YOU WILL FIND IN THIS BOOK:

The criminal section will answer many of your questions about police and arrest, what happens in court, conditional bonds and victim services.  The civil section will answer many of your questions about civil orders of protection (including step-by-step instructions for obtaining a temporary protection order without an attorney), divorce, custody and child support.  In civil courts, Superior court judges hear disputes such as divorces and requests for Temporary Protection Orders.

WHAT IF I NEED MORE HELP OR HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?

Every situation is unique and this book may not answer all of your questions.   You may want to contact a private attorney or the Legal Aid office for legal help or your local domestic violence shelter for emergency shelter, support and information.  Many other resources including law enforcement, Magistrate Courts, State Court and Superior Court are available to help you as well.  Some of these resources are listed in the back of this book. 

III.  CRIMINAL LAWS AND PROCEDURES

This section of the book contains information about the criminal laws related to family violence and includes discussions of police and arrests, what happens in court after someone is arrested, protective orders and victim resources.

AT THE SCENE

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I CALL THE POLICE?

Most police officers and sheriff's deputies understand the importance of responding quickly to calls about domestic violence.  The first thing officers must do when they arrive is to make sure no further injury will occur, after which they can make decisions about whom to arrest, if anyone.  Sometimes, victims disagree with the actions of the officers…what to do about these situations is discussed in a later section. 

The officer must then gather facts about what has happened; this may take some time.  They will want to talk to anyone who was part of the incident, or who witnessed or heard the incident.  They will look to see if there is any “physical evidence”, such as bruises or blood on a person, torn clothing, broken dishes or furniture, damage to personal property or a house residence.  If anyone appears to have been seriously injured, an ambulance may be called to transport the injured person to a local hospital for treatment.  Based on all of the above, a decision is made about whether any arrest(s) should be made.

WILL THE OFFICER REMOVE THE ABUSER FROM MY HOME?

If the abuser has no legal right to be at your home, the police should require him to leave, whether or not he is arrested.  But if the abuser does have the legal right to be at your home (see page 24 about who has the right to live with you) then a court is required to evict him from your home.  If an arrest is made based on a Family Violence incident, the abuser will be required to stay away from your home.

If you are not sure whether the abuser has a legal right to be at your home, you should talk to a lawyer. 

WHEN WILL THE POLICE MAKE AN ARREST?

Although an officer may arrest a person and place him or her in custody at the scene of an incident, the officer must then explain the “probable cause” for this arrest to the Magistrate Court and obtain a warrant within 48 hours of the arrest; otherwise the person arrested must be released.  

If the offender is not at the scene of the incident or if some time has passed since the incident, then the officer would obtain an arrest warrant from the Magistrate Court.  Law Enforcement would then arrest the abuser based on the warrant issued by Magistrate Court.  This may take days or even months to occur – victims who know of open warrants that have not been “served” should contact either the Sheriff’s Office, the District Attorney’s Office, or the Solicitor’s Officer to ask about the delay!

IF THE POLICE NEED AN ARREST WARRANT IN ORDER TO MAKE AN ARREST, HOW DO THEY GET ONE?

To get an arrest warrant the officer must make an incident report and submit it to the Magistrate Court Judge.  The Judge approves the warrant if sufficient probable cause exists to lead the Judge to believe that a crime has been committed.

A victim can also apply for a warrant by filing an incident report with the police then taking a copy of that report and any statements by witnesses, photos, or other evidence to the Magistrate Court. If the Court approves the warrant, the Sheriff’s

 Office Warrant Division will make the arrest.

WITH WHAT CRIME WILL THE ABUSER BE CHARGED?

A single family violence incident can involve several crimes.  For example, if the abuser comes to your house when he has no right to be there, and then hits, he could be charged with criminal trespass (if he was at your house without a right to be there and without your permission), and he could be charged with battery  (if he hit you and there was observable injury that could be seen and photographed).  If the facts concerning the incident are insufficient to show criminal trespass and battery, the officer may charge the less serious crime of disorderly conduct.  

DEFINITION:

Misdemeanor -
A crime punishable by up to 12 months in jail.  


Examples: Simple Battery, Stalking, Disorderly Conduct,   Criminal Trespass, 
                             Harassing phone calls
Felony -
               A crime punishable by more than 1 year in jail. 


               Examples: Aggravated Battery, Aggravated Stalking or 

               Assault, Terroristic Threats and Acts


WHAT IF I DON'T WANT THE ABUSER ARRESTED?

If a police officer believes there is sufficient “probable cause” to indicate that a family violence crime has occurred, the primary aggressor will probably be arrested.   A police officer does not base their decision to arrest on the wishes of the victim.  It is based on sufficient probable cause and issues of victim safety.

HOW LONG WILL HE BE IN JAIL?

When a person is arrested on a Family Violence crime, he will be held in jail until he pays the bond and agrees to conditions concerning his release from jail set by the Judge for the protection of the victim of the abuse.  If the abuser violates any condition of pretrial release, he can be charged with a felony crime.    

The Court can sentence a person who is found guilty of a crime to jail.  If probation is ordered, the Court may require attendance at Alcoholics Anonymous, an anger management course, a fine, restitution (for any damage that was done).

WHAT ELSE SHOULD THE POLICE DO?

The police will assist you in getting medical assistance if it is necessary.  They will also tell you about community services which are available, including the phone number of the local family violence shelter and the local victim's assistance program.    They will also explain to you that after an abuser is arrested he will normally have a first appearance hearing the next day, and the Judge will set up conditions of any bond, if bond is granted.  Regardless of whether or not an arrest is made, the police will not leave the scene until they believe it is clear that there will be no further immediate violence. 

WHAT CAN I DO IF I WANT THE ABUSER ARRESTED AND THE POLICE WON’T ARREST HIM?

If the police believe they do not have sufficient evidence to arrest the abuser, they will inform you of your right to have a copy of their incident report, which you can use to apply for an arrest warrant from the Magistrate Court.    

WILL THE OFFICER REMOVE THE ABUSER FROM MY HOME?

 If the abuser has no legal right to be at your home, the police should require him to leave, whether or not he is arrested.  But if the abuser does have the legal right to be at your home (see page 24 about who has the right to live with you) then a court order is required to evict him from your home.  If an arrest is made based on a Family Violence incident the abuser will be required to stay away from your home.  If you are not sure whether the abuser has a legal right to be at your home, you should speak with a lawyer.

WILL THE POLICE ARREST ME?  IF THEY DO, WHAT SHOULD I DO?

If, during the incident, your batterer tells the police that you went beyond the acts required for your own or your family’s self-defense, the police may believe you were the primary aggressor in the incident and arrest you. 

If you are arrested, it is often best to hire an attorney or get a friend or family member to hire an attorney for you.  In deciding whether to hire an attorney, you should think about the cost of the attorney, the seriousness of the charge and the implications of a possible criminal record.  (You should not have the same attorney as the abuser.)  If your income would not allow you to pay for an attorney, you may request the Court appoint a public defender to your case.  Although you can represent yourself in Court, if you do go to a trial with your case, you will probably do better if you do have an attorney.  

The fact that you are arrested does not mean that you will be convicted, nor does it mean that the District Attorney’s Office or Solicitor’s Office will prosecute once your case is referred to these offices for further review.  Do not panic if this happens!

WILL I BE ARRESTED IF I FOUGHT WITH MY ABUSER?

In family violence incidents, it is not uncommon for a batterer to ask for the victim to be arrested; often there is evidence of injury to both parties.  Hence, a primary focus of family violence investigations is that to determine who is the “primary aggressor” or the person most responsible for the abuse and/or physical injury.  It is only after the “primary aggressor” has been identified that the police can decide whom to arrest. 

If a woman defends herself during the incident and even causes some injury to the other person, she should not be arrested unless the officer believed that she was the primary aggressor in the incident.  (For examples of crimes, see the glossary).  Sometimes, officers make mistakes or have such difficulty deciding whom to arrest. Victims have remedies for these situations, as discussed in later sections!

Facts that police will look at may include: what the people involved say happened; what any witnesses say; what injuries can be seen or whether there is any other evidence of threat or physical conflict.  Police will also use past Family Violence criminal history to help make a determination.  If these facts indicate it is more likely than not that a person has committed a crime, then there is “probable cause” to make the arrest.

POST-ARREST

WHEN WILL THE POLICE RELEASE THE ABUSER?

When the police take the abuser into custody, they will inform him of his rights, ask him if he wants to make a statement.  The Magistrate Court will set the amount of the bond and the conditions for his release. 

The condition for release is a bond, which is a sum of money, which he must put up to get out, or which a bail bondsman must put up.  The amount of bond will depend on the seriousness of the crime with which he is charged, and how likely it is that the abuser will show up in court (promising to show up in court is part of the bond agreement).  Once the abuser has posted his bond, he still must meet with the Judge to sign the Condition of Pre-Trial Release.  If the defendant cannot make bail, or if the judge does not set bail because the situation is too dangerous, then the defendant will remain in jail until the court date for the charges.  (This normally will not happen unless an assault with a weapon or a battery, which involved serious injury, has occurred.)  

CAN THE POLICE KEEP THE ABUSER AWAY

FROM ME AFTER HE IS ARRESTED?

If bond is high enough the abuser may remain in jail until he goes to court for the criminal charges.  If he is released, but, as a Condition of his Bond, does not have the right to be at your house, he can be arrested for the felony crime of Aggravated Stalking if he goes to your home or tries to make contact with you.  

WHAT DO I DO IF I THINK HE WILL COME

AFTER ME WHEN HE GETS OUT?

Whether or not the abuser has a right to be at your house, it is possible that he will try to hurt you when he is released from custody.  If you think that he will come after you, you should get yourself (and your children if you have any) to a safe place.  If you do not know of a place where you will be safe, ask the police to refer you to a domestic violence shelter.

IF I LEAVE THE HOUSE, WHAT SHOULD I TAKE WITH ME?

If you have minor children who live with you, take your children with you.  If there is a dispute over custody of your children in the future, you will have a much better chance of ending up with the children if they stay with you.

The most important thing is that you and your children get to a safe place.  Do not stop to bring anything else with you unless it is safe to do so.

IF THERE IS TIME:

· Take all checkbooks and bankbooks.  If you have a joint account (In both your name and his), remember that both of you have the legal ability to take all of the money out of the account immediately.  

· Take all birth certificates, social security cards, marriage licenses and other forms of ID.  You will need these if you decide to apply for welfare, housing, etc. (they can also be very important in other transactions such as cashing check, etc.).

· Take all passports, green cards, visas, and any other immigration papers so that you have control over whether you can leave the country, and so that your abuser cannot take the children out of the country.

Take anything else that is important to you such as items of sentimental value.  This may be jewelry, the car (and registration, title, and insurance), financial papers (such as stocks, bonds or Insurance), or an item of personal significant value (such as family photos).   Make sure that you have the legal right to take these items.  When in question, please call an attorney.  If you can, take other necessities (such as clothing and children's' toys).  Remember that it may be a while before it is safe for you to return to the house ----so take what you need.

COURT

SUPERIOR COURT (FELONIES)

Felony cases are prosecuted by the District Attorney’s Office, which has its main office on North Perry Parkway in Perry, GA, in the same building as the Houston County Superior Court.  Your case will be assigned to an Assistant District Attorney (ADA) typically within two (2) to five (5) days of an arrest occurring. 

WILL I HAVE TO GO TO COURT FOR INITIAL COURT APPEARANCES?

Bond Hearings: If a person is arrested for a felony and he remains in jail after his first appearance hearing, he will have a bond hearing within the next week, typically on the first Thursday after his arrest.  The HODAC., Inc., Victim Resource Center (HODAC VRC) tracks these cases for victims and notifies them of court hearings by telephone from the information that victims provide to the police.  It is very important that HODAC’s VRC Rep. has access to correct information.  Generally speaking, an abuser denied bond at the bond hearing would not be released from jail until his case is resolved by a plea of guilty or through a trial.  

WILL HE GET A BOND IF I WANT HIM TO STAY IN JAIL?

Bond will almost always be denied if your abuser is on probation at the time he committed the new offense.  Bond will generally be denied if your abuser has a long history of committing crimes.  If your abuser is not on probation and does not have a lengthy criminal history, whether or not he gets a bond will depend on the seriousness of your situation and how long he has been battering you. 

The District Attorney’s Office and the HODAC VRC Rep. will do everything in their power to insure that a dangerous situation is not made worse by a bond being granted at a bond hearing.  You need to provide them with the information they need to argue to keep your abuser in jail!

Although there are no assurances, if you want your abuser to stay in jail, it is best to attend the bond hearing when notified by the HODAC representative; it is not likely you will have to testify at this hearing!

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT IN THE COURT PROCESS?

Grand Jury: The charges brought against your abuser at the felony level must be presented before a Grand Jury who will decide if there is enough probable cause to prosecute the case.  In order for the District Attorney’s Office to proceed with the charges, the ADA assigned to handle your case will ask the police officer to come to court to tell the grand jurors about what has happened to you.  In these cases, you will not be asked to come to court, although you will be notified of the court date.  You will not be permitted to go in to address the grand jurors, unless the ADA requires your testimony.  You will probably not want to try to attend court for Grand Jury! If the Grand Jury decides that there is sufficient probable cause that the crime occurred, the charges are then officially indicted.

In some cases, you may be subpoenaed or asked to come forward and provide additional testimony.  If asked, you will be brought in to speak with the grand jurors and provide “sworn testimony.”  This is a very non-confrontational procedure where the ADA (and possibly some grand jurors) will ask you a limited number of questions.  Both the HODAC VRC Rep. and the ADA will answer your questions about any of these procedures. 

• An abuser is not notified, nor is he or his attorney permitted to be present, for Grand Jury!

• If your case is scheduled for Grand Jury, you will not have to attend a preliminary hearing which would be scheduled for the second Thursday after an abuser’s arrest!  If you receive a subpoena for a preliminary hearing, call the District Attorney’s Office or a HODAC VRC Rep. for instructions.

Arraignments: Approximately a month after a case is indicted, your abuser’s case will be scheduled for arraignment.  At that time, he will either plead “guilty” or “not guilty.”  If he pleads “guilty” that means some type of agreed result has been reached (this is discussed at greater length below); this will end the case.  Your presence at the arraignment is not required by the District Attorney’s Office.

Typically, if there is going to be an agreed resolution, you will be notified of the agreement in advance of the arraignment ... but, sometimes cases work out in court at the last second.  Hence, you may want to come to court for the arraignment to see what happens!

Jury Trials: Approximately six (6) to nine (9) months after a felony case has been indicted the case will be scheduled for a jury trial.   The ADA will meet with the victim and her family several times prior to the start of a trial for pre-trial conferences.  Your presence at the jury trial will be required by the District Attorney’s Office, by the issuance of a subpoena.  If you have any questions, call the District Attorney’s Office or a HODAC Victim representative for instructions.

Pretrial Conference and Plea Negotiations: After the arraignment, there may be a number of court dates. During this time the prosecutor and defense attorney, or the defendant, if he is representing himself, will discuss the case and non-trial alternatives.  The defendant will decide which offer he will accept.  These may include having the charges Dismissed or “nolle  prossed”, pleading Guilty or going to a counselor or to a counseling program.  If the defendant does not agree to anything the prosecutor has offered, then his case will go to trial. During this time, the victim may provide input to the prosecutor about the case and how best to resolve it.
STATE COURT (MISDEMEANORS)

If your abuser is arrested on misdemeanor charges, he will have to go to court when it is next in session.  If he is arrested early on a weekday morning, he may be in court that same day.  If he is arrested on a Friday afternoon, the next court day is usually Monday. 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN COURT?

At the first court date (the arraignment), four basic things will happen in front of the judge.  First the defendant will plead “guilty” or “not guilty”.  (Defendant will almost always plead “not guilty” at first, in order to preserve their rights.)    Second, the judge will decide whether to raise or lower the bond from the initial bond set.  Third, the judge will decide whether a conditional bond should be issued. (See page 19 for details on conditional bonds)  

Finally, the judge will set the next court date.  (Occasionally this is the only thing that happens at the first court date, if there is a reason to postpone the case.)  There may be a number of court dates before the case is over.  

DO I NEED TO BE IN COURT?

If the abuser has been arrested and you have not been arrested, you are not legally required to be in court.  If you want to have a say in what happens to the abuser, it is important that you go to court or have a HODAC VRC Rep. or the Solicitor’s Office present your inputs.

SHOULD I GET A LAWYER?

For criminal court, even though it is not necessary for you to have an attorney, if you have the money to hire a lawyer, you may want one to help explain to you what is happening in court and how it affects you.  If you can’t afford an attorney, the HODAC representative, a prosecutor or the judge will be able to answer any questions you may have about the court process.  It is important to keep in mind that while many people in the criminal system will be working to help you out, none of these people are your personal representative, including Assistant District Attorneys or Assistant Solicitor General. While victim viewpoints and wishes are important to the prosecutor, ultimately they must work for the State as a whole and not for just the individual.
It is even more important for you to obtain legal representation for civil court matters.  Hence, if you are considering getting a divorce or feel that there are custody, money, or property issues that need to be resolved between you and your abuser through civil court, it is strongly urged that you hire your own attorney to represent you!  Furthermore, while you may want to amicably resolve your material and custody disputes with your abuser, keep in mind that most batterers try to use the court system to their advantage – when domestic violence is present in a relationship, the civil disputes are often as nasty as the criminal ones!  

If you would like information on how to find an attorney, contact a HODAC representative or Georgia Legal Services.  

DOES THE DEFENDANT GET AN ATTORNEY?

If the defendant can not afford an attorney, the Court will appoint a lawyer to the case; otherwise, the defendant will either hire an attorney or he will represent himself.

DO I HAVE TO TALK TO HIS ATTORNEY?

The short answer to this question is, “No.”  You do not have to talk to any person about your case, if you do not want to.  In fact, any person, including any attorney or attorney’s representative, can be arrested for harassing you after you tell them that you do not want to talk to him or her about your case. 

DO I HAVE TO TALK TO HIS FAMILY OR FRIENDS?

As stated above, any person who harasses you can be arrested.  It is not uncommon for an abuser’s family or friends to try and convince a victim to “drop charges” after the abuser is arrested or charged with a crime.  Victims usually find that they are getting “bad advice” from these people, who are, typically, “taking up” for the abuser and do not have the victim’s best interests at heart.  Victims usually find that they become even more upset and confused after listening to people who see things only from the abuser’s perspective.  Victim’s usually find that their “state of mind” is more at ease if they only talk with people who are supportive of them and supportive of them letting the criminal justice system work.  

Hence, most victims find that they should not speak with an abusers family or friends.  Victims should report any harassment to the police, a HODAC VRC Rep. and the prosecutor. 

IF I’M IN COURT, WHAT CHOICES DO I

HAVE ABOUT THE CASE?

Even though you are the victim, you can not control the outcome of the abuser’s case.  A judge and jury may end up making the decisions regarding the abuser’s case.  The Court will, however, want to know what you want to have happen; you will need to think carefully about this!  

· Do you want him to go to jail?  

· Does he need counseling or drug/alcohol treatment?  

· Do you need to keep him away from you?  Away from your children?  

In thinking about what you want you should remember that the abuser may not be “changed” by the judge’s orders.  If the judge tells him to stay away from you, he may go to your residence anyway (be sure to call the police if this happens).  If the judge orders him to attend counseling, he may attend sessions and still remain violent or abusive.  An abuser found guilty of domestic violence is unlikely to change, and the violence is likely to start-up again, should you help him violate any court orders by having contact and/or taking up with him again!

WHAT IS A NEGOTIATED PLEA?

In plea negotiation, the prosecutor and the defendant (or defendant’s lawyers) talk about whether the defendant will agree to a settlement in which he will plead guilty.  This may involve pleading guilty to one crime and letting others drop or pleading guilty to a less serious charge than the one charged.  The fact that a prosecutor agrees to drop charges or reduce others does not mean that the crime did not happen!

In exchange for the agreement on what charges to which an abuser pleads guilty, the prosecutor and defendant (or his attorney) tell the Court they have reached an agreement on punishment or the sentence.  The Court usually accepts this agreement, but does have the power to reject it.  If you want to attend any hearings when an abuser pleads guilty, you are welcome to attend.  A HODAC representative should be able to give you at least a couple of days advance notice of a plea hearing.   If you cannot attend, but would like to, call the prosecutor and tell him or her that you would like the hearing rescheduled so that you can attend!

AM I PERMITTED TO HAVE INPUT ON WHAT, IF ANY,

NEGOTIATED PLEAS ARE OFFERED?

ABSOLUTELY!!!  The system does not work properly without your help.  You will have insight into an abuser’s behavior and will probably be able to make a number of excellent suggestions for punishment.  Furthermore, since you are the victim, you need to feel like the “system works.”  Contributing to deciding what to do with an abuser is one way to do that!

DO I HAVE TO AGREE TO PLEA OFFER?

Nothing is certain in the criminal justice system.  A plea involves some certainty and allows for cases to be closed quickly rather than having to “wait-in-line” for a jury trial.  Some cases are so serious and situations so frightening for a victim, that it is best to “seek the maximum prison time possible” or a victim may want to see a jury return a guilty verdict.  In these cases, if the prosecutor feels there is enough evidence to convict and a victim asks for a jury trial, no plea offers will be made and the case will likely be tried!

The types of sentence that a judge might order:

Probation:  The defendant is released, but must obey any conditions, and must report periodically to a probation officer about his progress and pay a fine required as punishment and as part of his probation. 
Georgia Code § 42-8-35.6.  Family violence intervention program as condition of probation; cost borne by defendant 

   (a) Notwithstanding any other terms or conditions of probation which may be imposed, a court sentencing a defendant to probation for an offense involving family violence as such term is defined in Code Section 19-13-10 shall require as a condition of probation that the defendant participate in a family violence intervention program certified pursuant to Article 1A of Chapter 13 of Title 19, unless the court determines and states on the record why participation in such a program is not appropriate.

(b) Unless the defendant is indigent, the cost of the family violence intervention program as provided by this Code section shall be borne by the defendant. If the defendant is indigent, then the cost of the program shall be determined by a sliding scale based upon the defendant's ability to pay.

Restitution:  The defendant can be required to pay money to you for specific property damage or medical bills you incurred as a result of the crime.

Suspended Sentence: A jail sentence is given but suspended, and doesn’t have to be served in jail unless the defendant is brought back in on a violation after being placed on probation.  Normally, there is a fine associated with this sentence

Incarceration:  Jail sentence.  No fines or fees as part of this sentence.

CAN I DROP CHARGES AFTER THE CASE IS SENT TO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE OR THE SOLICITOR’S OFFICE?

Once an arrest is made and a warrant is issued by magistrate court, the case is sent to either the District Attorney’s Office or the Solicitor’s Office.  At this point, any decisions on what to do with the case is taken out of your hands.  All of Houston County’s prosecutors want to include victims in the decision-making process, however, both Offices have a “no-drop” policy.  This means that once the file gets to their office, the case will be prosecuted regardless of the victim’s wishes (although,  a victim’s requests will be carefully considered!). 

SO, WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I WANT TO DROP CHARGES?

Contact HODAC, the District Attorney’s Office or the Solicitor’s Office immediately after your abuser’s arrest to make an appointment to speak with the prosecutor who has been assigned the case.  Let them know that you are the victim and would like to speak with whoever has been assigned the case (you may need to call back if the warrants have not yet been received).  Come in and speak with the prosecutor and explain what you want done.

WILL THERE BE A TRIAL?

If the case is not dismissed, and the defendant does not agree to plead guilty, then a jury will hear the evidence in the case and decide whether he is guilty, if the prosecutor believes there is enough evidence to convict.
WHAT HAPPENS AT A TRIAL?

Trials can be in front of a judge or jury.  The prosecutor will present the evidence showing that the defendant committed the crime, and then the defendant’s lawyer cross-examines the witnesses hoping to create reasonable doubt that the defendant actually committed the crime.  The judge or jury decide the guilt or innocence.  If there is going to be a trial, ask the prosecutor to explain to you what will happen at the trial.  You can also ask him to tell you about other trials that you could go watch to give you a sense of what trials are like.   

HOW INVOLVED DO I HAVE TO BE IN THE TRIAL?

If the case involves a crime against you, or anything you saw or experienced, then you will probably have to be a witness for the prosecutor.  If you want your abuser prosecuted, stay in contact with the prosecutor of the case! 

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE CASE CAN NOT BE PROVED?

If the case is dismissed due to problems with the evidence or witnesses that are not available or the defendant is found “not guilty” after a trial, the defendant would be released from all conditions of the bond initially set by the Magistrate Court.  Only TPO’s and Restraining Orders would still be in effect.

DISPOSITION OF A CASE THAT IS NOT GOING TO TRIAL

· If the charges are dismissed, the court process ends.

· If the Defendant goes to a counseling program and successfully completes the program, then the case may be dismissed.  

· If the Defendant pleads guilty to a misdemeanor, he will be sentenced immediately.

· If he pleads guilty to a felony, he will be sentenced within one month.

IF HE PLEADS GUILTY OR IS FOUND GUILTY, WHAT HAPPENS?

After someone admits guilt or is found guilty after the trial, the Judge will impose a sentence.  The prosecutor and the defendant’s lawyer will each have a chance to tell the Judge what they think should happen.  If you are the victim, you have the absolute right to make a statement to the Judge at the sentencing.  Many victims feel uncomfortable saying what they feel and think themselves.  If a written statement is provided to HODAC, then one of their representatives can read the statement to the Judge.

WHAT HAPPENS IF HE IS SENTENCED TO SPEND TIME IN JAIL?

At sentencing, the judge will state how long your abuser is going to jail.  If his jail sentence is for twelve (12) months or less, then his sentence will be served in the Houston County Jail .This amount of time will be reduced by:  

· The amount of time already spent in jail while awaiting trial;

· “Good-time credit”, which are days off the jail time as a reward for being on good behavior in jail, which might reduce his actual sentence by as much as one-half (½).

· An abuser sentenced to a full twelve (12) months in jail, might do as little as six (6) months in jail, less the time spent in jail prior to his sentence being entered.

· Most jail sentences involving time to be served in the County Jail, are the results of sentences from State Court (misdemeanor) sentences, where the maximum jail time is twelve (12) months!

WHAT HAPPENS IF HE IS SENTENCED TO SPEND TIME IN THE PRISON SYSTEM OR A DETENTION FACILITY?

In felony cases (Superior Court), the sentencing judge will have authority to sentence an abuser to spend a number of years in the prison system or up to two (2) years in a detention facility.  The actual amount of time served is different for these sentences. 

· Probation detention facility sentences do not involve any good-time or credit for time served, the time is served “day-for-day”; an abuser sentenced to 365 days in a detention facility will do every day of his sentence in jail!

· If the sentence is greater than twelve (12) months, and does not involve a probation detention facility, an abuser’s total sentence will be reduced by the time spent in jail prior to his sentence.

· He may be asked to serve less than the full sentence in jail, and released early by the Board of Pardons and Parole.

 WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES WILL AN ABUSER BE CONSIDERED FOR EARLY RELEASE BY PARDONS AND PAROLE?

After a Judge enters a sentence, the Board of Pardons and Parole has absolute authority to release an abuser early from prison, unless:

· The abuser was convicted of a “deadly sin” crime (armed robbery, murder, rape, … etc.)  for which there is no parole; or, 

· He was sentenced as a recidivist for having had three (3) prior felony convictions in Georgia or another state (Georgia’s “Fourth Strike Law”).  

Parole has an office in Warner Robins to serve Houston County and holds regular hearings on prisoners entitled to a parole hearing.   Neither the sentencing judge or the prosecutor has any control over the decisions made by a particular Parole Office or the internal rules of the Board of Pardons and Parole. However, prosecutors do communicate with Parole regularly, and their wishes are carefully considered when making parole decisions.
You have the right to attend these hearings and can be notified of them by contacting HODAC or the local Parole Office!

WHAT HAPPENS IF HE IS PUT ON PROBATION AND VIOLATES IT?

If he violates a specific condition of the probation, or commits a crime while out on probation, the probation officer can bring him back into court and ask the judge to order him to serve time in jail instead of probation.  The standards for the issuance of a probation warrant are substantially less restrictive than for the issuance of a typical criminal arrest warrant. 

 An abuser who fails to pay child support, moves without the probation officer’s permission, drinks so much as a single beer, or contacts you in violation of a no contact order can be immediately arrested by the probation officer!

Most defendants are ordered to have “no contact” with the victim and her family for the entire period of probation, as a condition of the plea!

Hence, once you know that your abuser has been placed on probation, you should contact HODAC to find out whom to call to speak with his probation officer.  By doing this, you establish a relationship with his probation officer who will be more likely to listen to you, and more likely to violate his probation for a more minor violation, if you are concerned about what he does while he is not in jail!

COURTROOM ETIQUETTE

· Try to stay calm and tell the judge why you need protection.

· Always stand when talking to the judge unless the clerk tells you to sit in the witness chair.

· Talk directly to the judge loud enough so he/she can hear you.

· Do not talk directly to the abuser in front of the judge. 

· If the abuser lies, do not interrupt him.  Try to remember what he said so when it is your turn to speak again, you can tell the judge your side of the story.

· Tell the judge if you have brought any witnesses, medical evidence, etc. with you to court.

· Try to give short, accurate answers to the judge’s questions.   
PROTECTIVE ORDERS AND CONDITIONAL BONDS

WHAT IS A CIVIL PROTECTIVE ORDER OR

WHEN CAN THE JUDGE TELL HIM TO STAY AWAY?

A “protective order” is a Superior Court order issued under the Family Violence Law telling the defendant not to hit you, harass you, contact you, contact your children, come to your home, come to your place of employment, or use any other action or have a third party use any of these actions to otherwise harm or interfere with your welfare or peaceful existence.  Any restraints ordered are completely up to the judge’s discretion.  

Protective orders are issued when there is probable cause of an act or acts of family violence.  There does not have to be an arrest under the Family Violence Law of your abuser to be ordered to stay away from you.  However, since no arrest is required, the victim has to go to court herself to ask for the protective order to be issued!

WHAT IS A CONDITIONAL BOND?

A “conditional bond” is almost the same as a “protective order” in that your abuser would be ordered not to hit you, harass you, contact you, contact your children, come to your home, come to your place of employment, or use any other action or have a third party use any of these actions to otherwise harm or interfere with your welfare or peaceful existence.  Any restraints ordered will also be completely up to the judge’s discretion, although Houston County’s Judges have certain standard conditional bond orders they issue.

Conditional bonds are issued after an arrest is made.  This order can be issued by a Magistrate Judge, when the arrest warrant is issued or at a “First Appearance” Hearing, or by a State Court or Superior Court Judge (depending on whether the underlying arrest was made for a felony or a misdemeanor) at a Bond Hearing, or some other court hearing.  

Not all abusers are released from jail on a conditional bond following their arrest.  If you want your abuser not to have a bond when the warrant is issued, make sure you let the arresting officer know that so your statement can be included in the police report!  If you
want the Magistrate Judge not to issue or reduce a bond at “First Appearance” make sure you call Magistrate Court immediately after your abuser’s arrest.

HOW CAN I GET A PROTECTIVE ORDER AND

DO I NEED AN ATTORNEY TO GET ONE?

You can seek a protective order with or without the assistance of an attorney; however, it is usually best to have an attorney help you with getting one.

 If you cannot afford an attorney, you can contact your local licensed family violence shelter (Pursuant to OCGA 19-13-3) to explain to you the procedures for filling out and filing all forms and pleadings necessary for the presentation of a petition to the court for a protective order.  HODAC or the local family violence shelter, The Salvation Army Safe House (Safe House), can explain all of these details to you.  There is no cost to this process when self-filing!

When requesting a protective order, include the clause “enforceable by arrest” so that law enforcement can arrest the abuser immediately without having to get permission from the judge later if he violates the protective order.  This will ensure your more immediate safety. 

WHAT ARE THE PROCEDURES FOR GETTING A PROTECTIVE ORDER?

Temporary Protective Orders:  The first step of filing a petition for a temporary protective order is to contact the Judge and request an “Ex-Parte” hearing (a hearing at which only you come before the Judge requesting this protective order due to the emergency nature of immediate danger to you and any children).  At the Ex-Parte hearing the Judge will hear your request and reasoning for a temporary protective order.  At this point he will decide whether or not to grant you this temporary relief.  If your request is granted, the Protective Order will be effective once your abuser has been “served” by the Sheriff’s Department with a copy of the Order, but for no more than 30 days!

A representative from the “Safe House” or other approved agency can fill out this paperwork for you and walk you through the steps for obtaining the temporary protective order.

Protective Orders: If the petition is approved, a hearing will be set for you (“plaintiff/petitioner") and your abuser (“defendant/respondent”) to come before the Judge within 30 days of the filing of the petition.  This hearing is to determine whether or not to continue the Protective Order.   Most abusers hire an attorney to represent them at this stage and, since the “Safe House” cannot represent you at these hearings, it is usually best, although not necessary, for you to have your own attorney at one.  "Safe House" will assist you in trying to obtain an attorney should you feel you need one.

HOW LONG DOES A PROTECTIVE ORDER LAST?

The protective order lasts for 6 months, unless you request of the court to convert this temporary order (under OCGA Section 19-13-4) to be a permanent order.  Notice of this motion must also be given to your abuser (“respondent”).  A hearing must be held and it is up to the court’s discretion to convert the temporary order to a permanent order.  The conditions of a protective order can be modified or changed by the judge at any time, but only after another hearing at which you would have the right to be present.

DO I NEED TO GET A PROTECTIVE ORDER IF THERE IS A CONDITIONAL BOND OR A PROBATION STAY AWAY ORDER?

If your abuser is arrested, and ordered to stay away from you under a “conditional bond,” you could still try to get a “protective order.  

The conditional bond lasts only as long as the case does; the protective order lasts up to 6 months and can become permanent if necessary.  The same fact of conditional bonds is true if your abuser is convicted and placed on probation. The stay away order lasts only as long as the abuser is on probation.  A Protective Order would be necessary if it's time of expiration would exceed the period of the conditional bond or probation restriction.  Protection Order's would also be necessary if other issues, such as child custody, property division, and financial support are needed to be determined.

WHAT HAPPENS IF HE VIOLATES THE PROTECTIVE ORDER

OR THE CONDITIONAL BOND?

If he violates the protective order or conditional bond, immediately call the police (to make a report and/or have him arrested), HODAC VRC, and the District Attorney’s Office.  The police can arrest him for going to the house without permission, otherwise trying to contact you, or for any other crime he may have committed in violating the protective order, i.e. Aggravated Stalking.  While the police are supposed to have a record of the protective order or conditional bond, it is usually best to keep copies of them on your person and in appropriate locations (work, home and car) to show the police when you call them.  Both HODAC VRC and the District Attorney’s Office can try to help you make sure that he is arrested.

IF I SEE HIM OR ASK HIM TO MOVE BACK IN, DOES THAT END THE PROTECTIVE ORDER?

No, legally he still can be arrested for being in violation of the order.  If you want to change the order, you should contact the judge to modify or dismiss the order so that he won’t be arrested.  Also, if you need to enforce the order later on, the situation may appear very confusing not only to the police but also to any jury that may hear the case, thus causing your abuser to not be held accountable for violating the terms of the order.

SHOULD I LET HIM SEE THE CHILDREN?

First, you must obey any court orders permitting him to see the children.  Usually, if he has the right to see the children, conditions are placed on the circumstances under which he would be permitted to do so.  Hence, if you are not physically in danger, and you do not think he will take the children or harm them, there is no reason not to let him visit if it is permitted to do so.  If you might be in danger, or you think he might take or harm the children, talk to a lawyer to help you decide what to do about visitation.

Second, children often are used as pawns in domestic violence situations, particularly if a divorce is being sought.  Abusers often threaten a victim that he will take the children and hide them from her, or will keep her from having custody of them, or will make sure that the victim does not have enough money to take care of the family while he is in jail or told to stay away from her.  Once the abuser has convinced the victim to let him see the children, he uses that excuse to try to reestablish a relationship with her and begin the abuse all over again!

Unfortunately, victims of domestic violence love their children and cannot imagine that their partner would feel any differently about them.  Victims often feel that their children are being hurt by not having contact, or having limited contact, with their father.  This makes the victim willing to listen and strongly consider letting the abuser “back into the home” for the “sake of the children.”

However, the last decision a victim of domestic violence wants to make about her children, is to let her abuser bully her into letting him see them!  A victim in this situation needs to speak with HODAC VRC,  the Safe House, or a counselor before she makes such a, potentially, tragic decision.  Victims of domestic violence need to know that their abusers will rarely be able to use the law to take her children away from her.

SHOULD I CONSIDER COUNSELING FOR MYSELF AND/OR MY CHILDREN?

Victims of domestic violence have been compared by mental health professionals to survivors of the Vietnam War – it is not uncommon for a victim of a long-term and severe domestic violence to be diagnosed as having “post-traumatic stress disorder.”  Unfortunately, victims of domestic violence often find a number of excuses for not 

seeking mental health, such as:

“Counseling is expensive and I can’t afford the cost”; or,

“I’m too busy to go to counseling”; or, 
“I don’t know where to go...”

Most of these excuses can be eliminated by speaking with HODAC or the Safe House.  The staff of both of these organizations can explain that there are a number of counseling options, to fit with even the busiest schedule, and that victims of domestic violence (and their children) are eligible for free group or individual counseling or “reduced rates.”  Counseling is a vital component of understanding domestic violence and dealing with the court system.

SHOULD I EXPECT MY ABUSER TO SEEK COUNSELING?

Victims of domestic violence want their abusers to get help, and usually feel that things will be better if he does.  Unfortunately, abusers come up with the same “false” excuses for not getting help.  But, where a victim usually realizes how important it is to them (and their children) to get help, abusers rarely come to this realization.  An abuser who refuses to get help on his own initiative is an abuser who will never stop beating and berating his wife, girl-friend, or partner!
IV. CIVIL LAWS AND PROCEDURES
RESTRAINING ORDERS/PROTECTIVE ORDERS

WHAT IS A RESTRAINING ORDER?

A restraining order is an order made by a Superior Court Judge.  In the restraining order the judge can order the abuser not to hurt or bother you.  The judge may also order the abuser to move out of your home and order that you have temporary custody of your children.  There is usually a filing fee for any type of restraining order, if you cannot afford to pay the fee you must complete a “PAUPER’S AFFIDAVIT”.  Sometimes there is also a service fee in order for the Sheriff’s Department to serve a copy of the restraining order to your abuser.  This fee can also be waived with the “PAUPER’S AFFIDAVIT”. 

 In order to get a restraining order; you must have an attorney.  If you cannot afford an attorney, contact your local Legal Aid office.  In most cases, the judges prefer that you have an attorney when filing for a protective order.  You may also contact Legal Aid for assistance to file for the protective order.   Whether or not you hire an attorney to help you file a protective order, you may want a friend, relative or “advocate” to go with you to court.  The local Domestic Violence shelter may provide an advocate to go to court with you.  Advocates are not lawyers and therefore cannot get a restraining order or protective order for you.  However, they may go to court with you and give you support as you go through the process.  


I HAVE A PROTECTIVE ORDER; DO I NEED A RESTRAINING ORDER?

It is not necessary to have both a protective order and a restraining order.  You must have an attorney to get a restraining order, whereas under the Family Violence Law you do not have to have legal counsel to secure a protective order.  Protective orders are usually immediately enforceable by arrest, whereas a restraining order is usually only enforceable after contacting the judge following an incident and having the judge issue an arrest warrant.  Usually you will begin with a temporary protective order and secure a permanent type of restraining order when you file for divorce.  The key point to remember, protective orders are temporary (up to 12 months unless you appeal to the judge for a permanent order) and restraining orders are more permanent.  

If you are unsure as to whether or not you should have both, contact an attorney to advise you.  Each situation will be different.  

Usually with a protective order, you can request temporary custody of any children, temporary child-support or alimony, temporary custody of possessions (such as car, home, etc.), temporary support to pay household bills and temporary medical coverage.  This will stay in place until you file for divorce, or until the protective order runs out.  When you file for divorce, if you have a restraining order then the order can be made permanent for your continued protection.  All of the provisions set up in your original restraining order or protective order can become permanent if you tell your attorney that this is what you want. Be sure to ask your attorney about anything you do not understand.   

HOW WILL A RESTRAINING ORDER HELP ME IF I AM ABUSED?

If the person abusing you is assaulting (hitting) you or committing other crimes, then he can be arrested without a restraining order in place.  Although he may be arrested without a restraining order, some police departments are more responsive if there is some type of restraining order in place.  However, if he has a legal right to live where you live, then you will need some type of restraining order to force him to leave your home.  

Also, if he is the legal father of your children and there are no previously filed custody orders, then you and the abuser share legal custody (joint custody) of your children.  This is true even if the children actually live with you and even if you and the children’s father are not legally married.  It is possible to get sole custody of your children as part of the restraining order, as explained later.

ARE THERE SITUATIONS WHEN A RESTRAINING ORDER MAY NOT HELP ME?

A restraining order MAY NOT help you if your abuser does not care about the restraining order because: he is mentally ill; or, he abuses drugs or alcohol; or, he does not care if he breaks the law.  If the abuser fits into any or all of the above groups, it is possible that he will not care about the restraining order and may continue to try to hurt you even if you have the order.  

IF I AM UNDER THE AGE OF 18 AND AM NOT AN EMANCIPATED ADULT (someone under the age of 18 who has been released from the control of parents or a guardian), CAN I GET A RESTRAINING ORDER?

It may be possible.  You should talk to a lawyer about your case.  Otherwise, you must rely on the criminal law and/or the Department of Family and Children’s Services to help you.  

CAN I GET A RESTRAINING OR PROTECTIVE ORDER  AGAINST SOMEONE I AM DATING?

Yes, you can if the person you are dating violates the law with an act of Family Violence (such as assaulting you, stalking you, etc.).   If you are not sure of your situation, contact the local police or judge for clarification.

CAN I GET A RESTRAINING ORDER IF I AM IN A GAY OR LESBIAN RELATIONSHIP?

Yes, the law applies to gay and lesbian couples the same way it applies to unmarried, heterosexual couples.  

ONCE I HAVE SOME TYPE OF RESTRAINING ORDER AND THE JUDGE HAS ORDERED HIM TO LEAVE, WHAT HAPPENS?

If the judge ordered the abuser out of the house (vacate order) the sheriff will come out and make the abuser leave.  Once your abuser is out of the house, you may want to take extra precautions to stay safe (such as changing door locks, leaving the house for a few days and staying somewhere safe, etc.).  The above listed precautions may also be taken while you are waiting for your abuser to be initially served with the restraining order.  

WHAT HAPPENS AT THE

RESTRAINING/PROTECTIVE ORDER HEARING?

Both you and your abuser will be ordered to appear at the hearing.  You must go to the hearing whether or not the abuser goes.  If you do not go to the hearing, your restraining order will end on the date of the hearing.

On the date of the hearing, you should be at the courthouse at least 20 minutes prior to the scheduled hearing time.  If you do not know in which courtroom your hearing will be held, then go to the clerk’s office and ask.  Wait inside the courtroom, the judge will call your case when he is ready to hear your statement.  If you do not hear your case called, go to the clerk sitting in the courtroom and show him/her your papers.  Do not interrupt the clerk if the judge is in the courtroom.  If you get to the courtroom early and the clerk is there, it is a good idea to tell the clerk that you are there for a restraining order hearing.  If you have legal counsel, they will take care of this for you.

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY ABUSER DOES NOT COME TO THE HEARING?

Ask the judge to continue the orders in your Ex-parte (temporary protective order) restraining order.  The judge will usually do this.  

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY ABUSER DOES COME TO THE HEARING?

Both of you will have a chance to speak to the judge, if you want to do so.  If the abuser agrees to the orders, then the judge will continue them.  If the abuser does not agree to the orders, then you will each have a chance to tell what happened.  

If the abuser threatens or harasses you in the courthouse, ask the sheriff in the courtroom to help you.  

After you and the abuser have spoken, the judge will decide whether or not to continue your restraining order.  The judge will also decide whether to change any of the orders such as the vacate order or custody order.  Before leaving the courthouse, make sure you have a certified copy of the final orders.  

WHAT DO I DO IF MY ABUSER DOES NOT OBEY THE JUDGE’S ORDERS?

Call the police.  When the abuser does not obey the orders, he may be committing a crime.  Tell the police you have a restraining order and be prepared to show the officer a copy.  This is the best way to make the abuser obey the order.  

If you do not involve the police, you can file a motion for contempt of a court order.  In order to do this, you will need an attorney to aid you.  Anytime someone disobeys an order of the court; they can be held in contempt and may be fined or put in jail.

WHO HAS THE RIGHT TO LIVE WITH ME?

 Under the law, your spouse is presumed to have the right to live with you, as well as any persons whose names are on the lease or title to your home.  In addition, anyone who has established a residence in your home has the right to live there unless some legal action is taken to order him out.  All that is necessary to establish a residence is for a person to live in a place with the intent to stay.  For example, if your relative or boyfriend is living with you and it is not just a visit, he or she has the right to continue to live with you.

One thing that the police will look for in deciding whether a person has the right to live with you is, whether that person has any of his/her belongings in your home.  If there is a disagreement, you simply cannot “lock out” a person who has established a residence in your home.  However, you can take legal steps to have someone removed or kept away from your home, especially if that person is abusive.

You may legally lock someone out of your home if he has not established a residence there.  If you are not sure whether you can legally lock someone out; call the police or an attorney for help.

HOW DO I GET THE ABUSER OUT OF MY HOME?

Your right to be safe in your own home is very important.  If you are being hurt or threatened by someone with whom you live, you may use the Georgia Family Violence Laws to get the abuser out of your home, including having him arrested or getting a protective or restraining order from the courts.  These are explained in this book.

In addition, if you begin a divorce, you may ask the judge to order “exclusive use of the residence” for you, which means that your spouse would have to live somewhere else while your divorce was pending.  However, the judge is required to consider the rights of both parties in these cases and may not order him to leave the home.  

Finally, if the domestic violence laws do not apply to your situation, and you wish to have someone you live with but are not married to remove from your home, you will need to have them legally evicted.  You might need to consult a lawyer to do this.

CAN I BE EVICTED FROM MY APARTMENT IF MY HUSBAND OR BOYFRIEND IS DOING DAMAGE TO IT?

Yes.  The landlord usually doesn’t care who is causing the damage.  However, if you are already trying to have a judge order your boyfriend or husband out of the house, the landlord might not evict you.  If you have a cooperative or understanding landlord, try to work things out with him or her by explaining your situation.  If that is not possible, you may need a lawyer to help you fight against being evicted.  Under the Violence Against Women Act of 2005, protection against eviction is available to victims of domestic violence who reside in public housing or who receive Section 8 voucher assistance.
DIVORCE AND SEPARATION

IF I GET A RESTRAINING ORDER, DO I HAVE TO GET A DIVORCE?

 No, not necessarily.  If you are requesting a restraining order against your spouse, you can begin a divorce at the same time, but you don’t have to do that.  However, if you want a divorce, it may save time and legal expense if you file or ask your attorney to file for it at the same time that you request a restraining order.

IF I WANT A DIVORCE, HOW DO I GET ONE?

Divorces are handled in Superior Court - the same court that handles restraining and protective orders.  In order to get a divorce; you will usually need the assistance of an attorney.  If you need help finding an attorney, call your local domestic violence shelter, an attorney information service or Georgia Legal Services.

CAN I GET A DIVORCE WITHOUT AN ATTORNEY?

Yes.  You may file for divorce without an attorney  (representing yourself “Pro Se”).  Although you always have the right to choose this option, it is recommended only in simple, uncontested situations where there are no child-support or child custody issues to work out and no major property to divide.  If you wish to file for divorce “Pro Se” you may contact Superior Court about the necessary forms.  

WHAT IF I ONLY WANT A LEGAL SEPARATION?

In Georgia, a legal separation (usually referred to as a separate maintenance agreement) requires all the same legal steps and expenses as a divorce and takes just as long to get.  Married people who are not living together are not necessarily “legally separated”.   Only a court order can grant you this.  Even if you do not live together for months or years, you are still considered married under the law and may be held responsible for the actions or debts of your spouse.  

A legal separation will establish custody, support and resolve financial and property disputes.  However, at the end of the process the two parties are still legally married and may not marry anyone else.  Sometimes people choose this option for religious reasons or tax and Social Security benefits.  You may want to consult an attorney.  

HOW LONG DOES A DIVORCE TAKE?

A divorce may take a minimum of four months and sometimes takes more than a year to complete.  The length of time depends on how many problems there are to solve between the parties and how willing both people are to solve them.  Even though a divorce can take a long time, your attorney may request that the judge make certain temporary orders to protect you while your divorce is pending.  These temporary orders may include a restraining order, temporary custody, child-support or other financial payments.   The judge may also decide who is entitled to live in the residence until the divorce is final.  

HOW MUCH DOES A DIVORCE COST?

If you are eligible for legal aid, you may be able to obtain your divorce at little or no cost with the assistance of a legal aid lawyer.  If you earn too much money to be eligible for legal aid assistance, then you may either file for your divorce “Pro Se’” (representing yourself without an attorney) or you will have to hire a private attorney.  If you represent yourself, you will probably have to pay the court fee of $80.00 plus a $25.00 fee to the sheriff to have the court papers served on your spouse.  This should be your total expense for a “Pro Se” divorce.  

Private attorneys usually charge hourly fees that range from approximately $60.00 to $200.00 per hour.  The minimum fee for a very simple divorce is about $500.00 and the standard fee for a divorce involving a few issues can be about $1,500.00.  When a divorce is more complicated because of abuse, child custody or support issues, the lawyer’s fee might be higher.  

WHAT IF WE WERE LIVING TOGETHER BUT WERE NEVER MARRIED?

If you were never married, you may be considered in two ways: one, as separate individuals, or; two, as common law husband and wife.  As two separate individuals, you each own whatever is in your own name and owe whatever debts are in your name.  

If you have lived together and have joint financial obligations (such as checking account, mortgage, lease, car title, etc.), have filed a joint income tax return or have had children together, you are usually considered common law married and will need to take legal action to settle these issues. Common law marriages were ruled invalid as of January 1, 1997.  Any relationships, which established themselves as common law "husband" and "wife" prior to January 1, 1997, may still need to go through a court action to settle legal matters.   If you are unsure of your status, contact an attorney.

CUSTODY AND OTHER CHILDREN’S ISSUES.

IF MY HUSBAND OR THE FATHER OF MY CHILDREN IS ARRESTED OR ORDERED OUT OF THE HOME, WHO HAS CUSTODY OF THE CHILDREN?

Unless there is a court order about custody that says otherwise, then you and the legal father share custody of the children even if he is arrested.  If you do not want to share custody with the abuser, you will need a court order giving you sole custody.  If you get a restraining order or begin a divorce, the judge may grant temporary custody of the children to you at that time.  The judge may also order the father to pay child support at that same time.  

IF THE FATHER OF MY CHILD PHYSICALLY TAKES MY CHILD, HOW CAN I GET MY CHILD BACK?

Legally, if there are no court orders, you and the father of the child probably have joint legal custody, even if the child has been living with you.  You can try to take your child back if you can do so without getting hurt or committing a crime (you should keep in mind that it is not good for any child to be grabbed back and forth between parents).  

If you ask the police to help you get your child back; they may help you in some circumstances.  The assistance you get from the police will depend on the specific facts of your situation.  

Whether you are married to the father or not, the best way to resolve who has legal custody is to go to court.  You should seek legal advice if you have any questions.

CAN MY HUSBAND OR THE FATHER OF MY CHILD GET CUSTODY IN COURTS?

Many times this is used as a threat when people are fighting.  The important thing to remember is that if the court becomes involved in determining custody, the judge must consider “the best interest of the child”.  

If the court views you as the primary parent and you have not been abusive to your child, then it is not likely that you will lose custody of your child.  However, the father has the same right to ask for custody that you do.  If your husband or the father of your child does go to court to try to gain custody against your wishes, you will need a lawyer to represent you.  If you are not, and have never been, married to the father of your children, you are the only one with legal rights to the child.  The exception to this is if the father of the child has established paternity (proven he is the child's father) and parental rights with the local Superior court.  If this has been done, then he has legitimized the child and has full rights 

IF I GET CUSTODY OF THE CHILDREN, WILL THE COURT 
GIVE THE FATHER VISITATION RIGHTS?

  Just as with custody, you will need a court order to set up visitation rights of the father.  Even if the father has abused you, it is very unlikely that he will be denied the right to visit his children.  However, if the father has abused the children, a judge may not allow him to see them or may allow visitation only under supervision by a designated third party.

Even if the father has the right to visit his children, you have the right to request certain conditions on his visit for your own protection and safety.  You may request that visits take place only at certain times, certain places, or with another person present (supervised visitation).  For example, if you do not want the father to come to your home or know where you live, you may request that visits take place at a friend’s or a relative’s house.  Or, if you are afraid that the father will hurt or disappear with the children, you may request that visits be supervised.  If the father comes to court to argue against any of these conditions, the judge will consider both sides of the story and will try to make a decision based on the best interest of the children.  

HOW DO I GET A COURT ORDER FOR CUSTODY OR VISITATION?

If you are going to court to request a restraining order or protective order, you may ask the judge to make orders concerning custody and visitation at the same time.  If you are starting a divorce the judge may also make orders about custody and visitation, otherwise you will have to start a new case for these issues.  To do this, you will need the assistance of a lawyer.

IF MY CHILDREN ARE BEING ABUSED, AM I LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE?

Yes.  There are very strong laws in this state to protect children from abuse.  You have the responsibility to keep your children from being abused as best you can.  

If your children are being beaten by someone in your home and you are not able to stop it, the Department of Family and Children’s Services (DFCS) may come in and remove your children from the home in order to protect them.  If they feel it is an emergency, they will remove the children right away.  You will have an opportunity later to get a lawyer and to have a court hearing in order to try to get them back.  In many cases, DFCS will give you the opportunity to leave the home with the children in order to keep the children out of foster care.  

If the situation is not an emergency, the DFCS worker may talk to you and try to help you work things out at home.   Obviously, in situations like that, it is more appropriate for the abuser to be forced to leave the house - not the children.  In these cases, you may want to consider having the abuser arrested or ordered out of the house by a restraining order.

CAN I COLLECT CHILD SUPPORT FROM THE FATHER?

You should be able to collect child support from the father.  Both parents are equally responsible for the financial support of their children even if they are not living with them or visiting them.  However, child support is often hard to collect.

IF I AM GETTING STATE WELFARE, WILL THE STATE TRY TO COLLECT CHILD SUPPORT?

Yes.  The State will usually try to collect child support from the non-custodial parent.  You may be able to stop the State from collecting child support if you have a good reason (although you will still have to tell the State the name of the father).  For example, the State should not try to collect child support if that might put you or your child in danger.  

For help and information about

Child support, call the

Child Support Recovery Unit

At (478) 988-7700.

V.  GLOSSARY.

ARRAIGNMENT - The first court hearing after a person has been arrested.  At the hearing the person arrested will say before a judge that he/she is “guilty” or “not guilty”.  At this hearing the judge will set conditions for release and bail amount. 

ARREST WARRANT - An order made by a judge that gives the police the authority to arrest somebody.  

ASSAULT - Intentionally causing injury to someone or recklessly causing serious injury.

BATTERY - Intentionally causing offensive, physical contact to another person, often leaving the person injured.

BOND OR BAIL - Amount of money a person must deposit as a promise to show up for court dates.  If the person doesn’t show up, the court keeps the money and usually issues a bench warrant to have them picked-up.  If the person does appear in court when required, then at the end of the case the money is returned.

CONFLICT RESOLUTION CLASSES - These are educational classes, ordered by the judge, for a person who has been arrested to attend, often included as part of the sentence.  The classes last approximately 16 weeks.  There is a cost for the classes.

CONTINUANCE - A delay in a court case; the next court date is called the continuance date.

CRIMINAL TRESPASS - Being or staying in a place you do not have a right to be without the permission of someone who lives there.

DISMISSED - The case is thrown out and all court records and police reports are erased.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT - Fighting, being disorderly, and interfering with someone else or making unreasonable noise.

 HARASSMENT - Intentionally bothering someone in a way that causes annoyance or alarm.

INDIGENT - A person whose income is so low that a judge decides that this person cannot afford an attorney or certain court costs. 

NOLL PROSSED - A decision made by the prosecutor not to continue with a criminal case due to a lack of evidence at the time. A Case will be dismissed if the prosecutor does not change this decision within six (6) months.
PERJURY - Knowingly giving false information (lying) on the witness stand in court or while under oath.

PLEA-BARGAIN - A discussion in a criminal case between the prosecutor and the defendant’s attorney.  The attorneys will decide if the defendant will plead “guilty” and therefore avoid a trial.

PROBABLE CAUSE - Enough reliable information to believe that, more likely than not, the crime actually happened.  

PROSECUTOR - An attorney who represents the State of Georgia (District Attorney or State Solicitor) in criminal cases by bringing charges against a person accused of committing a crime.

PROTECTIVE ORDER - A civil action filed in Superior Court intended to provide protection from domestic violence.

RECKLESS CONDUCT - Recklessly doing something that could physically injure someone.

RESTRAINING ORDER - A civil action filed in Superior Court, with the help of an attorney, to seek protection from harm or harassment.

SEXUAL ASSAULT IN SPOUSAL OR COHABITATING RELATIONSHIPS  - Using force or threats to compel a spouse or housemate to engage in unwanted sexual acts.

TAMPERING WITH A WITNESS - Making or attempting to make a victim or witness testify falsely or not testify.  

WARRENTLESS ARREST - An arrest made by the police without a warrant.

NOTE:  The descriptions of crime are general explanations; they are not complete, legal descriptions of the crime.
RESOURCE DIRECTORY

State Approved Family Violence Shelters in Georgia:

ALBANY: 

Liberty House of Albany, Inc.

 


PO Box 2046
Albany, GA  31702

(229) 439-7065

ATHENS:

Project Safe, Inc.

                             
PO Box 7532

                             
Athens, GA  30601
                             
(706) 543-3331




www.project-safe.org
ATLANTA:        
Partnership Against Domestic Violence, Inc.

                             
PO Box 54383

                             
Atlanta, GA  30301
                             
(404) 873-1766




www.padv.org
AUGUSTA:         
Safe Home of Augusta, Inc.

                             
PO Box 3187 

                             
Augusta, GA  30904

                             
(706) 736-2499




www.augusta-safehomes.org
BLAIRSVILLE:   
Support in Abusive Family Emergencies (S.A.F.E.), Inc.

                             
PO Box 11

                             
Blairsville, GA  30514

                             
(706) 379-3000



Email: safedir@windstream.net
BLUE RIDGE:    
North Georgia Mountain Crisis Network, Inc.

                             
P.O. Box 1249

                             
Blue Ridge, GA  30513

                            

(706) 632-8400




www.georgiacrisis.com
BRUNSWICK:   
Glynn Community Crisis Center, Inc. (Amity House)

                             
P.O. Box 278

                             
Brunswick, GA  31521

                            

(912) 264-4357

CALHOUN:
Calhoun/Gordon County Council on Battered Women
P.O. Box 2315

Calhoun, GA  30701

(706) 629-1111

CANTON:
Cherokee Family Violence   Center, Inc.

PO Box 424
Lebanon, GA  30146
(770) 479-1703

CARROLLTON:
Carroll County Emergency Shelter, Inc.

PO Box 2192

Carrollton, GA  30116
(770) 834-1141

CARTERSVILLE:
Christian League for Battered Women, Inc.

DBA: Tranquility House

PO Box 1383

Cartersville, GA  30120

(770) 386-8779

CLAYTON:

Fight Abuse in the Home, Inc.

PO Box 1964
Clayton, GA  30525

(706) 782-1338
Email: stopabuse@windstream.net
COLLEGE PARK:
The Women’s Crisis Center
PO Box 87515

College Park, GA  30337

(770) 969-6423

COLUMBUS:
Columbus Alliance for Battered Women, Inc.

PO Box 4182
Columbus, GA  31904
(706) 324-3850

CONYERS:

The Alcove, Inc.

Project Renewal

PO Box 1205

Conyers, GA  30012

(770) 860-1666

CORNELIA:

Habersham Circle of Hope, Inc.

                                  
PO Box 833

                                  
Cornelia, GA  30531

                                  
(706) 776-4673

CUMMING:
 
Forsyth County Family Haven, 

                                  
PO Box 1160

                                  
Cumming, GA  30028

                                  
(770) 887-1121




www.familyhaven.org
DAHLONEGA:

 NOA’S Ark, Inc.

                                  
PO Box 685

                                  
Dahlonega, GA  30533

                                  
(706) 864-1986




www.noonealone.org
DALTON:
Northwest Georgia Family Crisis Center                                PO Box 554

                                
Dalton, GA  30722
                                
(706) 278-5586


Email: crisiscenter@windstream.net
DECATUR:

International Women’s House

                                
PO Box 1327
                                
Decatur, GA 30031

                                
(770)413-5557


www.internationalwomenshouse.org



Email: iwh@bellsouth.net
DECATUR:

Women’s Resources Center to 

                               
End Domestic Violence, Inc.

                               
PO Box 171

                               
Decatur, GA  30031

                               
(404) 688-9436




www.wrcdv.org


Email: wrcinfo@mindspring.com

DOUGLASVILLE:
S.H.A.R.E. House, Inc.

                                  
PO Box 723

                                  
Douglasville, GA  30133

                                  
(770) 489-7513




www.geocities.com/sharehousecares/index.html
DUBLIN:
Women in Need of God’s Shelter, Inc. (WINGS)

                                 
PO Box 8277

                                 
Dublin, GA  31040

                                 
(478)272-5880
GAINSEVILLE:

Gateway House, Inc.

                                 
PO Box 2962

                                 
Gainesville, GA  30503

                                 
(770) 536-5860




Email: gatewayh@bellsouth.net
GREENSBORO:
Greene County Family Violence Council, Inc.

                                  
PO Box 641

                                  
Greensboro, GA  30642

                                  
(706) 453-4017

HINESVILLE:

Tri-County Protective Agency, 

                                 
PO Box 1937

                                 
Hinesville, GA  31313

                                 
(912) 368-9200

JESUP:
Wayne County Protective Agency
                                 
PO Box 1153

                                 
Jessup, GA  31598

                                 
(912) 588-0382

LAFAYETTE:
Family Crisis Center of Dade, Walker                              Catoosa, Chattooga Counties

                                 
PO Box 252

                                 
Lafayette, GA  30728

                                
(706) 375-7630
LAWRENCEVILLE:
Partnership Against Domestic Violence
                                     
PO Box 1272

                                     
Lawrenceville, GA  30046

                                     
(770) 963-9799




www.padv.org
MACON:
Crisis Line & Safe House of Central GA, Inc.

277 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd, Ste. 204




Macon, GA 31201




(478)738-9800

MACON:
Macon Rescue Mission, Women’s Division




774 Hazel Street




Macon, GA 31202




(478)743-5445




www.maconrescuemission.com


Email: info@maconrescuemission.com
MARIETTA:

YWCA of Cobb County, Inc.

                                    
48 Henderson St.

                                     
Marietta, GA  30064

                                     
(770) 427-3390

MCDONOUGH:
Flint Circuit Council on Family Violence, Inc.

                                     
PO Box 1150
                                    
McDonough, GA  30253

                                     
(770) 954-9229

MORROW:
Association on Battered Women of
Clayton County, Inc. (SECURUS HOUSE)

                                     
PO Box 870386

                                     
Morrow, GA  30287-0386




(770)961-7233




www.securushouse.org



Email: securus@bellsouth.net
ROME:

 
Hospitality House for Women, 

                                      
(Hope House)

                                       
PO Box 6163

                                       
Rome, GA  30162
                                       
(706) 235-4376




http://hospitality-house.org



Email: hospcm@comcast.net
ST. MARYS:
Camden Community Crisis Center, Inc.

                                        
PO Box 5159

                                       
St. Marys, GA  31558

                                       
(912) 882-7858



Email: camdenhouse@tds.net
SAVANNAH:               
Savannah Area Family Emergency (SAFE) Shelter
                                        
PO Box 22487

                                        
Savannah, GA  31404

                                       
(912) 629-8888




www.safeshelter.org



Email: mail@safeshelter.org
STATESBORO:

Safe Haven.

                             
PO Box 2494

                             
Statesboro, GA  30459

                                         
(912) 764-4605




http://safehaven.enia.net
THOMASVILLE:        
Halcyon Home, Inc.

                                           PO Box 1838

                                           Thomasville, GA  31799
                                           (229) 226-6666




http://home.rose.net/~halcyon
VALDOSTA:

The Haven.  

                                           PO Box 5382

                                           Valdosta, GA  31603

                                           (800)334-2836
WARNER ROBINS: 
The Salvation Army “Safe House”

                                            PO Box 2408

                                            Warner Robins, GA  31099

                                            (478) 923-6294


http://personal.atl.bellsouth.net/s/a/sash86
WAYCROSS:
      
Concerted Services, Inc.

                                    PO Box 1964
                                           Waycross, GA  31502-1965

                                     
(912) 285-5850



Email: magnolia@wayxcable.com
IMPORTANT NUMBERS TO REMEMBER
COMMUNITY RESROURCES:


Phoenix Center –Adults
988-1002 ext 269


 Children & Family
988-1222 ext. 0


 Alcohol & Drug
988-1002 ext. 269

www.phoenixcenterbhs.com


Salvation Army Safe House
 923-6294

           (Counseling and Safe Shelter)    
923-2348


http://personal.atl.bellsouth.net/s/a/sash86


Robins AFB Family Advocacy
327-8398

Rainbow House 


Child Resource Center
923-5923


www.rainbowhousecrc.com


Kid’s Journey
542-2268


HODAC/Victim Resource Center
953-5675

       www.hodac.org   
Email: info@hodac.org
     Quality Directions, Inc. 

      Family Violence Intervention 
      Program (FVIP) ……  …………………… 471-7785

      www.qualitydirection.org


Student Assistance Program
328-6101



                                       
953-5675


HELPLINE Georgia
1-800-338-6745

LEGAL CONTACT POINTS:


Georgia Legal Services
751-6261


Robins AFB Legal
926-3961 ext. 119



After Duty Hours
926-2187
VIII.  MORE IMPORTANT NUMBERS
CENTERVILLE POLICE DEPT.

HOUSTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPT.

PERRY POLICE DEPT.

WARNER ROBINS POLICE DEPT.

Robins AFB SECURITY POLICE--------------------------911

DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY & 

    CHILDREN’S SERVICES-------------------------988-7600
MAGISTRATE COURT------------------------------987-4695


SUPERIOR COURT-----------------------------------218-4720
STATE COURT----------------------------------------542-2105
STATE SOLICITOR GENERAL--------------------542-2100

DISTRICT ATTORNEY------------------------------218-4810
STATE PROBATION---------------------------------929-6832

PUBLIC DEFENDER        (FELONIES)-----------218-4870
                                    (MISDEMEANORS)-------542-2055


Services Provided by HODAC's Victim Resource Center for Victims of Crimes and their Families

Regardless of Income
· Information and Referrals; 

· Crisis Intervention; 

· Compliance with the Georgia Victim Bill of Rights; 

· Court Notification; 

· Court Accompaniment; 

· Accompaniment to Law Enforcement, District Attorney, and the Solicitor General's Offices; 

· Hospital Accompaniment; 

· Emergency transportation, emergency child care, emergency shelter, paid prescriptions, door and window repairs, lock changes; 

· Community Education; 

· Health Fairs; 

· Volunteer Opportunities; 

· Sexual Assault Crisis Calls 24 hours a day; 

· Emergency Cellular Phones for victims who do not have a telephone; 

· Temporary Protection Orders; 

· Specialized Victim Education; 

· Victim Safety Planning; 

· SANE Program; 

· Assistance with Victim Impact Statements; 

· Assistance with Victims' Compensation Claim Forms; 

· VINE Participant; 

· Magistrate Court Referrals; 

· Follow-up contact via in person, phone or mail;  

· Provide court case status; 

· Act as liaison between victims and the Criminal Justice System; 

· Advocate with the victims' landlords; 

· Assist walk-in clients; 

· Create and maintain confidential statistical database; 

· Create Public Service Announcements; 

· Maintain up-to-date and accurate statistics/information about issues relevant to violence against women and other crimes; 

· Sponsor community awareness events such as True Love Waits, Day Without Violence, National Victims' Rights Week, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Sexual Assault Awareness Month, and others; 

HODAC’s Victim Resource Center

2762 Watson Blvd.

Warner Robins, Georgia 31093

(478) 953-5675

Fax - (478) 953-5674

www.hodac.org
info@hodac.org
THE SALVATION ARMY SAFE HOUSE SERVICES FOR ADULT AND CHILD VICTIMS OF FAMILY VIOLENCE:

· Provide Safe/Protective & Confidential Shelter                                                

· Crisis Intervention 

· Specialized Intervention and Referrals                                    

· Individual Support Meetings     

· Weekly Group Support Meetings                            

· Victim Advocacy to include Court Accompaniment Services, Temporary Protective Order filing and other Agency Liaison Services.

· Transportation  to  Program Services for Shelter Residents

·  Safety Planning        

· Victim and Family Education  through Literature and  one-on-one Advocacy                 

· Professional Training and  Education Programs                                                           

· Volunteer Training Programs                     

· Speaker’s Bureau                                  

· Education of  State Officials about  Legislative Impacting on Victims

· Emergency Clothing, toiletries and Relocation items

· Victim Relocation    

· Victim Injury Documentation               

· Documentation of Services and Family Violence History

· Track Relevant Statistical Data 

· Victim Outreach Services for Prevention, Intervention and Follow-Up Assistance. 

· Community & State Collaboration for Effective Service Intervention

· Participate and Sponsor Community Awareness campaigns for Domestic Violence Awareness Month (October).

Crisis Number:  
(478) 923-6294

Business Number:
(478) 923-2348

Fax Number:

(478) 923-4395

http://personal.atl.bellsouth.net/s/a/sash86

RAINBOW HOUSE

Kimberly Sanderson, Executive Director

Children’s Resource Center

P.O. Box 1239

Warner Robins, Georgia 31099-1239

(478) 923-5923

Fax:  (478) 328-0176

www.rainbowhousecrc.org
The Rainbow House provides a safe environment to assist victims of child abuse in Middle Georgia by coordinating community efforts in education, advocacy, family support, prevention and training.  This is done by a team of professionals from the Department of Family and Children’s Services, Juvenile Division of the Sheriff’s Department, Rainbow House, District Attorney’s Office and other professionals in the community.

VICTIM ADVOCACY

CASA – Court Appointed Special Advocates are trained volunteers who speak up for the best interests of abused children throughout their involvement in the juvenile system. 

ARCH – Advocates for Rainbow Children are volunteers responsible for offering support and information to child victims and families in a variety of educational and/or informal settings.

Family Support – Counselors are available to talk with children and families about effects of abuse and to offer assistance in obtaining therapy in the community.

FAMILY COUNSELING CENTER OF CENTRAL GEORGIA

Frank Mack, Executive Director

277 MLK Jr. Blvd. #203

Macon, Georgia 31201

(478) 745-2811

(478) 745-0881 FAX

 

106-B Olympia Drive

Warner Robins, Georgia 31088

(478) 918-0663

Fax: (478) 745-0881 

www.fcccg.org
kgfcc@aol.com
The Family Counseling Center of Central Georgia has licensed therapists that provide counseling services to eleven Central Georgia counties (i.e: Houston, Bibb, Peach, Crawford, Jones, Pulaski, Baldwin, Monroe,Twiggs, Wilkinson and Putnam). 

Victims of crime (rape, domestic violence, child abuse, etc.) are seen at no charge. This service is available to those victims and their families who have a relevant police report. They may be referred by a Victim Assistance Program, law enforcement, school personnel, women's shelter, rape crisis center, children's advocacy center, counselor, or they may call on their own. No referral is necessary. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. M-F.

FAMILY ADVOCACY

78 MDOS/SGOMHF

655 Seventh St.

Bldg. 708

Robins AFB, GA  31098

(478) 327-8498
Fax: (478) 327-8426

Hours:  0730 – 1630 M-F

Mary Hodgkins, LCSW, Family Advocacy Officer Mary.Hodgkins@robins.af.mil
Linda Towry, LCSW, Family Advocacy Treatment Manager linda.towry@robins.af.mil
Nancy Breier, LCSW, Family Advocacy Treatment Manager, nancy.breier@robins.af.mil 

Sharon Lowe, Family Advocacy Program Assistant, sharon.lowe@robins.af.mil 

Kimberly Lowe, Family Advocacy Program Assistant, kimberly.lowe@robins.af.mil 

Yvonne McKoy-Fisk, Family Advocacy Nurse, yvonne.mckoy-fisk@robins.af.mil 

Patricia Prime, Family Advocacy Nurse, patricia.prime@robins.af.mil
SSgt Travis McCord, NCOIC, Family Advocacy, travis.mccord@robins.af.mil

Roslyn Battle, LCSW, Family Advocacy Outreach Manager, roslyn.battle@robins.af.mil

Carl Stark, LCSW, Family Advocacy Victim Advocate, carl.stark@robins.af.mil 

The mission of the Family Advocacy Program is to build healthy Air Force communities by developing, implementing and evaluating policies and programs designed to prevent, intervene in and treat child and spouse maltreatment.  The program seeks first to prevent family violence, but also provides treatment to bring families back into balance.  Toward these ends, the following services and programs are among those offered through Family Advocacy:

· Individual, marital, and family counseling

· Prevention, education, and training programs to prevent maltreatment

· Anger Management, Dads-The Basics, Passport to Parenthood, 1,2,3 Magic Parenting Class, Mom's Support Group, Surviving your Adolescents Parenting Class, Prevention Relationship Enhancement Program (PREP).

GEORGIA LEGAL SERVICES
241 Third Street

Macon, GA 31201

(478) 751-6261

Fax: (478) 751-6581

Georgia Legal Services Program provides free legal services to Georgians with low incomes in 154 counties-all of Georgia outside of 5-County metropolitan Atlanta area.  This law firm handles civil (non-criminal) cases only.  The Macon Office of Georgia Legal Services Program serves Baldwin, Bibb, Bleckley, Butts, Crawford, Dodge, Hancock, Houston, Jasper, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Laurens, Monroe, Montgomery, Peach, Pulaski, Putnam, Telfair, Treutlen, Twiggs, Wheeler, Wilcox and Wilkinson counties.

We provide particular focus to the legal issues affecting those who are victims of domestic violence, who are elderly, who are homeless or who have contracted HIV-AIDS.

Quality Directions, Inc.

Family Violence Intervention Program
Our Mission— We are dedicated to advocating for the safety, well-being, and rights of victims.  This organization is a community partner. We will contribute and fully participate with the designated task forces remedying the problems of domestic and community violence.  The organization will establish and maintain an action oriented response to family violence as outlined by the state of Georgia and the needs of the community-at-large.  Therefore, the resources and professional skills of this organization will be used to address the problematic behaviors of perpetrators of violence and assisting victims in their recovery.  

Quality Directions is now taking referrals for clients involved in domestic violence.  Classes are held weekly.  A minimum duration of 24 classes are conducted over 27 weeks, exclusive of the intake and program orientation.  The Duluth model and personal goals are embedded in all the modules.  Fees are based on the clients’ income level (including pro-bono if there is no income source).  For more information or an intake appointment, call (478) 471 - 7785.  This program is certified by the Georgia Commission on Family Violence and the Georgia Department of Corrections.  The curriculum is listed below.

Goal Setting: Personal motivation to change attitude and behaviors
· Key Topics: Long range, intermediate range, and short range goals and understanding how interpersonal violence short-circuits those plans (individually and relationally) 

Power and Control Associated with Violence (Duluth Model Explained): Understanding the ways and means that others are manipulated and controlled

· Key Topics: Intimidation, emotional abuse, isolation, projection and rationalizations (minimizing, denying, and blaming), exploiting children, using male privilege, economic abuse, coercion and threats 

Nonviolence and Equality in Relationships (Duluth Model Explained): Laying the groundwork for attitude change and fostering healthy relationships

· Key Topics: Non-threatening behaviors, respect, trust and support, honesty and accountability, responsible parenting, shared responsibility, economic partnership, negotiation and fairness

Cognitive Distortions/Cognitive Restructuring: Understanding the thought process and feelings leading to violent behaviors 

· Key Topics: Inappropriate thoughts, thinking errors, cycle of abuse

Non-threatening Attitude/Behaviors: Acknowledging ownership of violent thoughts/behaviors and seeking/implementing responsible alternatives

· Key Topics: Cognitive restructuring, thinking errors, cycle of abuse 
Coping Skills: Understanding that some things in life are inevitable and/or unchanging

· Key Topics: Cognitive restructuring, blaming others, hopelessness, and accepting responsibility for self

Cognitive Distortions/Cognitive Restructuring: Understanding the thought process and feelings leading to violent behaviors 

· Key Topics: Inappropriate thoughts, thinking errors, cycle of abuse

Problem Solving Techniques: Understanding that many things in life can change with the appropriate actions

· Key Topics: Problem awareness/identification, motivation, problem resolutions

Assertiveness Training: Understanding personal rights and the rights of others

· Key Topics: Aggressiveness, passiveness, assertiveness, inalienable rights, respect  

Effective Communication: Improving interpersonal communication and facilitating change

· Key Topics: Communication patterns, sender, message, feedback, attitude, receiver, effective versus ineffective communication
X. NOTES

X. NOTES
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1-800-338-6745

There is HELP
FOR CRIME VICTIMS

· Spouse Abuse

· Assault

· Child Abuse

· Rape

· Family Violence

· DUI/DWI Crashes

· 24-Hours a Day

· Toll-Free

· Confidential

· Statewide

· Never a Recording







